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Hoots and £ho<g.

LOOK HERE!

Farmers ami Working People!

Buy Your

BOOTS & SHOES
AT

159 Main Street!
WHERE YOU CAN SAVE 25 PER CENT

OF YOUR INVESTMENT.

Ladles' Sewed ^Tipped MorcocoJ Bals. only
Vf cents.

Ladles' Hand Sewed, Silk Lasting Bals.,
(new style) only Si 75.

Mens' Fine CalX Boots only $2 90.*

Boys' Shoes only 85 cents.

Superior Advantages
AND

GREAT BARGAINS
IN

BOOTS AND SHOES!
TO BE HAD Ai:

GARDINER'S
Palace Shoe Bazaar!
"159" Main Street,

The Cheapest House in the test!
AND

Best Goods in the City.

Jyio

Important to Everybody!
A GOOD UNDERSTANDING!

TO HA VE IT CALL ON
JOHN H. ROBINSON,

NO. 158 MAIN ST.. (EAST SIDE)
WHERE YOU WILL FIND ONE OP

the most complete stocks of

BOOTS AND SHOES
Sept In this city: Gents' fine stitched, handmade. Patent leather Opera Boots; Gents'
fine, hand made, French Calf Opera Boots;Gents'fine Patent Leather and French CalfPeculiar Shoes. EVERY PAIR WARRANTED.
The 3d Stock Just Received.
Ladles Lasting Lace Gaiters only t 90" Lasting Con. Gaiters, plain, only- 1 GO" Lasting Con. Gaiters, tlped, only... 175" Lasting Rulmnrnla, Only.......... - 1 fiOMlssesPewedHhoes, only 75Yomhs' Calf Shoes,only SOGents' fine CalfBoots, only....... - 4 75An endless variety too numerous to mention.As to the durability of our goods werefer you to onr many customers who havetried them and will tell you one pair frommy hou^e is worth adozen pairs or the auotiontrashy goods sold by some other dealersIn this city. Come one, come all and convinceyourselves that the above is reliable.158 Main SU JOHN H. ROBINSON.Jy?

SPRING STOCK!!

Boots anil Stafor the Million!
Blond & Bachman,

Wholesale and Retail Dealers In

Boots, Shoes and Gaiters,
107 Main Street,

Corner Sprigg Alley,

Have j ust received theirSpring slock of Boots and Bhoes,
Complete In Erery Particulan

and calculated to meet tbe wants of all,
YOUNG AND OLD, MALE AND

KHM ATiT!t
CALL AID 1KB.

BLOND & BACHMAN,107 Main street,mr!7»ly Oor. Sprigg Alley,
OBO. KDWARD8. B. B. BTOM. MAKO. F. 8TOHX.

HEW WHOLESALE T\

EDWARDS, STONE & Co.,
No. VHalnBt^

WHEELING, W. TA.
"UTB HAVE just received our

NEW AND FRX8H,^SSSSfssaasiLass?-*-
msiS EDWARDS. STONE A CO.

,1.
SPRINB AND SUXMKR GOODS,

; JUST RBOKTVKD AT
BOYD fib'WAYMAN-S,

Wnolanl* Deafen In.

BOOTS AND SHOES,
No. tutt. adoaf *boVT! QnUuy.
"-X-T WHEEUSO. W. V.

WEST VIRGINIA.
Sketch of its Erection and
Formation from the
Territory of Virginia.
BY J. MARSHALL HAOANS, ESQ.

Conclusion.
During the progress of the bombardmentof Fort Sumter, the excitement

in Richmond and in the convention
was intense. Bonfires and illuminationsblazed high in the streets and
public squares; the national flag was
torn from its place over the dome of
the capitol and trampled under the feet
of an infuriated mob. Stores and publicplaces were closed and the populace
sought the streets to give vent to their
frailties. Straneers rushed to the oitv
from all parts or the State and helped
to swell the throngs. Many who had
come in advance of the call before
mentioned, to meeton the 16lh of April,assembled together in a large hall and
sat with closed doors. No ingress coald
be obtained to the sessions of this mysteriousbody. To add to the alarm of
the times, the convention went into
secret session, and all farther knowlasto its operations, to the Union people
at least, was at an end. But the scenes
witnessed within the walls ofthat room,
as detailed by members, have no parallelin the annals of ancient or mo<lern
times. The Union men began to appreciatetheir position only, when they
saw those who had been their active
colaborerers bowing before the storm,and yielding to the pressure of events.
In vain did they appeal, exhort, entreat
them to remain firm in the adhesion to
the national bond. On the morning of
the 17th, Mr. Wise, the member from
Princess Anne, rose in his seat and
drawing a large Virginia horse pistol
from his bosom, laid It before him, pro-ceeded to harangue the body in the
most violent ana denunciatory manner;he concluded by taking his watch
from his pocket and with glaring eyesand bated breath declared that events
were now transpiring which caused a
hush to come over hiB soul; at such an
hour, he said, Harper's Ferry and its
armory were in the possession of Vir-
ginia soldiers, at another period »the
Federal navy yard and property at
Norfolk were seized by the troops of theState. It was then that the Union memberssaw the object of the other assem-
blage which had Bat with closed doors
from its beginning, and whose con-
cealed hand seized the reins of govern-
ment, had left tbem the form without
the power to resist. i
n nua uuot u3 ue uuu spoKen; mevolunteer companies which had been

organized afterthe raid byJohn Brown,in the Shenandoah Valley had, under
orders from some mysterious power,assembled to the number of two thou-
sand or more, and moved on Harper'sFerry with the design of seizing the
armory and arsenals at that point be-
longing to the Federal Government;the small garrison of marines, after de-
stroying the most valuable property,firea the buildings and fled in precipitatehaste. i
On the 17th of April, after much con-

fusion and excited discussion, the con-
vention came to a vote on an ordinance
of secession from the Federal Union.
The vote Btood eighty-one for and fiftyoneagainst it. It was entitled " an ordinanceto repeal the ratification of the
Constitution of the United States of
America, by the State of Virginia, and
to resume all the rights and'powersgranted under said Constitution."
A slight review of the geographicalposition of that part of the State which

has since been erected into a separateorganization, together with a sketch of
the character, habits and history of the
people, may be necessary to enable a
Just estimate to be formed of the causes
that impelled them to take bold and
defiant attitude which resulted in that
organization. By a glance at the mapof what was then known as NorthwesternVirginia, it will be seen that the
country is wholly separated by lofty
ranges of the Alleghanies which run
entirely through its center, lrom the
remainder of the State. This range of
mountains, is not a single upheaval
rising lrom out the bosom or a vast
plain according to the popular conceptionof mountains, but is a succession
of parallel ridges, varying from twelve
to twenty-five nundrea feet in height,separated from each other at their base,
by small valleys from the fourth of a
mile to two miles in width. From the
most westerly range to the eastern
slope bordering on the Shenandoah
Valley, is about fifty miles. The westernBlope to the Ohio river presents a
country of singularly wild and beautifulappearance. ,It is drained to th^
north* by the Monongahela and Cheat
rivers, which rise far in the mountain
fastnesses of the interior, and pursuingtheir course of crooked and tortuous
channels over rocky beds and between
shelving precipices, join their waters a
few miles north of the Pennsylvania
line. To the west the country is
drained by the Little Kanawha river,emptying into the Ohio river at Parkersburg.The southwestern part of
the State is watered by'ttye Great Kan|awha and its tributaries. The head
waters of this latter river rise in the
mountains of.North Carolina, and runningnearlynorth for a hundred miles
it bears gradually to the west an equaldistance and pours its waters into the
Ohio river about fifty miles above the
Kentucky line. Its principal tributariesare the' Elk and Ganley .rivers,which take their heads from the oppositewatershed to the Monongahela and
Cheat rivers, and running parallel with
each other in a southwesterly direction
empty into it, the former at Charleston,
ana line latter aboutthirty miles above.
These rivers have their various creeks
and tributaries which divide the countryInto continuous broken and Irregularsections of bills and undulations.
The Monongahela, Cheat, Elk, Ganleyand Little Kanawha, all take their rise
in a tract of country not over twentymiles square, the two former forcingtheir way through the mountains to the
north, andjoining their waters with the
Allegheny at Pittsburgh, form the La
Belle Bivere ofthe early French settlemeats:the latter after draining a sectionof country for 160 miles in an oppositedirection, find their way to the
same stream, the Little Kanawha two
hundred and the other three hundredmiles lower down.
The climate in the valleys, Is of that

peculiarly mild and agreeable characterwhich is.found In the heart of the
temperate zone, where the soil is eultivatMA.lrfA)d <B Hnfal<l<iil »ki«k .1^1..

the inorease of western prairies. The
hill alilee spontaneously produce a
growth of herbage and wild grass unexcelledfor graning purposes, while far
upon the mountain heights amid giantoaks, lofty poplars andwide spreadingmaples, a luxuriant ve^qtatlon covers
the face of nuure with-masur intermixtureol wild flowers, exhaling* thousandsweets. In the more populated
section*, along the OUlo and Pennsylvaniaborders, the country presents a
delightful view to the traveler: Largeterms stretch along the little "valleysand spread their outstretching fields to
the uplands, smiling in the morning
sun or reoelvlng.ihetlngea of the dyingday, girt hy: noble- forest. tre» which
have been spared as monuments, to"
msrk the glory of prtmival .solitudes.Fartherlnthe interior, hearer theheadsof the streams, a more primitive aspeatis tobe 4net. The sharp ring of the
woodnum's axe"«nd 'the keen crack of

Ihad bean nude In West Virginia, as it

«

was known then, at the period of the
revolution, which were worthy of the
name. It was an unbroken wildernesswhich had but seldom been penetratedby the foot of civilized men. Shortlyafter that, however, some of the bolder
spirits of the eastern part of the Statebegan gradually to scale the Alleghaniesand disturb the silence by the
sounds aocompanyingthe path of civilization.The district, of Monongalia
was formed out of the county of west
Augusta, about the year 1770 and subsequentadditions were made in 1779.After the Revolution the spirit of emigrationbegan to settowards the wilder-
ness west of the mountains. The first
settlers were followed, in a generationafterwards, by a class of people whose
style of life led them to abandon the
older countries of the east, where
their pecuniary affairs had becomeinvolved with the more expensivehabits of those localities. Possessingstill some remnants of fortunes
which enabled them to live in quite anindonflndpnt. mnnnor in a .*»»«»

where there was but little opportunityto gratify the passions ana bat little
disposition to mere display, they becamelarge land-holders, and with the
few slaves brought with them, relics of
the past, they tilled the soil sufficientlyto supply their needs, and spent their
time in hunting and the chase.
The land titles became much involved

in litigious dispute, by a conflict betweenpatentees from the commonwealth,and the descendants of granteesfrom the sovereigns of Great Britain,who in colonial times gave awaytracts sufficient for a Dukedom, to courtiersand favorites. This subject becameone of frightful magnitude, and
was one of the many causes which deterredemigration to this section of the
State. Portions of the emigration duringthe early part of the present ceu
Lury, came from the eastern counties of
Pennsylvania, some from Maryland,and a limited number from New JerBey.In later years a part of the rush
of emigration which hurried to the

great west, paused and looked favoralyat the country, but inquiry into the
Internal economy of the State, usuallyaccelerated the speed of the emigrant
In his western flight.
A general spirit of inquiry, however,

was awakening among the people.
With envious eyes thej' beheld the progressof States on their borders, whilst
they were compelled to advance in the

f>aths known to man in the most primtivetimes, or emigrate to distant commonwealths.So much indeed, had
this spirit taken hold of the people,
that, believing the policy of the eastern
portion of the State to be inimical to
the interests of the west, and the customsand habits of the former so dissimilarto the latter, they had on more
thau one occasion endeavored to obtain
a separate State organization west of
Lhe Alleghanies.
Many causes had conspired to producethis state of feeling. The conventionof 1850-51 had provided a system

of taxation that bore heavily on the
west. The constitution prohibited taxationupon slaves under twelve years
of age, and placed an equal valuation
af three hundred dollars on all over
that acre. Thus the white laborer and
farmer of the west, was required to pay
a revenue to the State upon all the
chattels he possessed, whilst the eastBrnplanter whose wealth consisted
principally of slaves, was exempted
from bearing his fair and equitable proportionof the burdens of government,by reason of his ownership in that particularspecies of property, which, had
it been even to the inclination or taste
of the western man to bold or enjoy,would have been, from the character
of the country and the adverse influencesof climate and surroundings,
wholly to his disprofit. The disproportion,or unjust discrimination, was
the fruitful theme of the western politicianon the hustings; and he was the
successful contestant, who succeeded
In convincing the constituency of his
eternal hostility to the principle, and
of his ability to further the means of
relief.
There was also another grievance

which was the subject of great complaintby the west. It was the basis of
representation fixed by the constitution,whereby the slave wealth of the
east was represented in the legislative
branch of the State government, and
brought to bear against the exercise of
the elective franchise by the whites of
the west. The apportionment of delegatesto the lower house of the General
Assembly, and the creation of the senatorialdistricts, were founded upon
this system of "mixed basis," as it was
denominated, by the convention of
1850-51. It gave an unequal proportion
of representatives to the east, through
their preponderance of wealth, principallyin slaves. It enfranchised propertyand Inhabitants In the east, and
inhabitants only in .the west.
This mixed basis was fastened irrevocablyupon the people by a provision

chat no amendments should be made
thereto until the year 1865, when the
General Assembly was to submit to the
people the question of "suffrage basis,"
that isf representation according to the
number orvoters in the commonwealth;
or mixed basis, representation accordingto the number of white inhabitants
contained, and the amouut of all State
taxes paid in the several counties of the
commonwealth, deducting therefrom
all taxes paid on licenses and law
process, and capitation tax on free
negroes, allowing* one delegate
for every seventy-sixth part of
the inhabitants, and one delegate
for every seventy-Bixth part of 'the taxes.The effect of this measure was to
give to the east a power in the lawmakingbranch of the government, to
which its wealth alone, and not its
numbers, entitled it. It was repugnant
to the spirit of the age and anti-demo*
cratic in its tendency. It gave to propertyan influence which all republics
founded on the rights of personal liberty,have hitherto given to the person..;
The circumstances of the hour were
such that the people could not reject
the contitutlon embracing even such
provisions. In many particulars it
was essentially better than the one underwhich the people were then living.
It abolished the landed qualification of
voters, remodeled thejudiciary system
of the State, and provided for the electionof Governor and inbny other officersby the people, and defined more
distinctly the line of demarcation betweenthe legislative, executive and
judicial branches of the government.
Prior to this time there was scarcely an
officer from the most insignificant,
either In executiue or judicial stations,
elected by the people; indeed, the only
exception was in selecting members of
the General Assembly.
The constitution was adopted, receivinglarge majorities therefor in the easternportions of the State, but many

western counties voted heavily against
it preferring rather, the absence of
many privileges, than the surrender of1
so vital a principle as the unrestricted
and independent exercise of personal
franchise.
There was Btill another source of discontentupon the part of the west,

which called forth loud and protracted
complaint, and was, perhaps, an evil of
greater magnitude than any other
which it yr&a compelled to endure. This
was the unequal distribution of the
public funds in constructing works of
internal improvement. From participatingin the benefits of the various
lines of traffic and travel inaugurated
by, and under the auspices and patronageof the States the west was practicallydebarred. A magnificent system of
improvements in railroads and 'canals,
was entered upon and completed in the
east, by large donations from the pub1ic treasury. Charterswith liberal provisionswere readily granted by the
General Assembly to the eastern section,whilst the west vainly endeavored,
in many, instances, to get the bare privilegeof constructing works by aid of
Individual interprise alone. Large
Joans were made by the Qeneral Assembly,and heavy aubecriptiomrWere takenby the State for the east, whilst the
Jirest received but a mere pittance,though annually swelling the excheq-

uer with many hundreds of thousandsof dollars. Indeed the delegate from a
western county, when he returned tohis constituency and informed them ofhis having secured an appropriation of
a few thousand dollars to aid in the con-.
struction of a mud pike, thought himselfentitled to the civic wreath, andon
the highway to popular favor and esteem;although in thus procuring a
miserable bounty lor his section, hehad to combine with eastern members,and vote magnijficent sums to cherishedschemes or eastern aggrandizement.These things had been a matter of
great irritation to the people of the
west. The public temper was in no
amiable mood; the bearing of the east
towardB the west was always of an affected,supercilious superiority, andhad been carried so far that they had in
contemptuous derision denominatedthe citizens of the latter as, "the peas|antry of the west." Smarting underthese accumulated grievances, it is notdifficult to account lor the storm of oppositionthat swelled up from the people,when their faithful deputies to theRichmond convention, returned one byone in rapid succession to their several
counties, bearing in their pale, disconsolatecountenances the marks of the
terrible struggle through which theyhad passed. When too, they listened
to their stories of fraud and violence
and heard in detail the means by which
it was designed to transfer them to thehorrid embrace ofa government foundedupon an institution which bad for
three generations ground them beneath
its iron heel, all the remembrances of
their past wrongs rose like a torrent of
their mountains longpentup, and overleapingevery obstruction, burst forth
in one prolonged shout of defiance.
As yet it was not understood iu what

mannerthe Federal government would
aid loyal citizen in States or
parts of States assuming to act undersecession; still the determinationof this people was to resist the secessionmovement of Virginia, againstthe whole power of the Confederate
States ; and tailing in this, they would
gather up the wrecks of their fortunes
and their household gods, and abandoningevery other interest, and seek
distant homes in the wilds of the far
west, away from the hated Influence of
their life-long foe. Loyalty to the governmentof their fathers was deeplyimplanted in their breasts, and theyturned toward the old flag with a glowingpride in its memories, instinctively,divining that beneath its folds libertydwelt in conscious strength and repose.
They early gave an indication of the

Htute of their feelings upon the questionswhich began to agitate the countryafter the election in November,1860. The first meeting that was held
to express the sentiments of the people,took place in Preston county, on the
12th day of November, 1860. Men of
all parties participated in the proceedinffs.Thn nnrMvnna nf tho tu»n

cratic candidates, who bad waged a
furious warfare bat one short week
previously, met in honest and earnest
council to give expression to their views
upon the result of the late election, andthe questions that were rapidly assuminga dangerous tendency thereunder.
The supporters of the Bell and Everett
ticket joined in the deliberations, and
the few but independent and active adherentsof the succe8sfnl party added
their voice. After little delay and no
discussion, so unanimous were men of
all parties, that they passed a series of
resolutionsstrongly opposing secession,and declaring that any attempt uponthe part of the State to secede, would
meet with the unqualified disapprabationof the people of the county. A
meeting was held in Harrison county
on the 24th of November, under like
circumstances, which declared that the
people would first exhaust all constitutionalremedies for redress before theywould resort to any violent measures;that the ballot box was the only mediumknown to the constitution for a redressof grievances, and to It alone
would they appeal; that it was the dutyof all citizens to uphold and supportthe lawfully constituted authorities.
An assembluge of people at the Court
House of Monongalia county on the
26th of November, in which the acknowledgedleaders of all parties took
part, unanimously resolved that, the
election of the candidates of the Republicanparty, did not justify secession,and that the Union of the States was
the best guarantee for the present andfuture welfare of the people.The people of Taylor county, at their
Court House, on the 3d of December
following, resolved that-they were opposedto taking any steps looking to a
dissolution of the Union for existing
causes. A large meeting of citizens in
Wheeling, on the 14th of the same
month, passed resolutions of like im,portand significance. Indeed, throughoutthfl woalorn nnn nflno mioh mantlnrro
were generally held, and subsequent
events proved that they were not the
ordinary concomitants of political or
partisan machinery, bat they were the
expressions of a people witb whom
fealty, in a republican government,
meant an acquiescence in the will of
tbe majority, when that will was ascertainedin the mode prescribed by the
organic law, and on the maintenance of
which principle the whole structure
was founded.
When, therefore, it became no longer

a matter of doubt, that the convention
had passed an ordinance of secession,and the people were forced to choose
their position; when actual hostilities
had commenced, and words of deprecationand resolutions declaratory of
sentiments were no longer available,
there came over the people tb$t feeling
which a generation experiences but
once, and few centuries have ever seen
repeated. It was that grand upheaval
of all that is good and evil in mankind,
so strangely intermingled that none
can tell where one begins and tbe other
ends, aa the radiant beams of a setting
sun falling athwart a passing angrycloud illumines the whole in Indefinablemagnificence. Men looked in each
other's faces for confidence and direction,and lound only those indications
which were the mirror of their own
breasts. But high over all and written
on every countenance was the spirit of
determined resistance to the action of
the convention.
It was then that a series of meetings

commenced, which has had no parallelin history, except tbe almost continual
sessions of the citizen assemblies duringthe early part of the French Revolution; and this too, in a sparsely settled
country, where facilities for convening
were of the most primitive character.
TKa oorlloat
.uw wooivua UUU MtOV VI VUCOO lUCCUUga
was held at Morgantown, on the nightof the 17th of April, 18ol, the day the
ordinance of secession passed. The
temper of the people was not to be mistaken;the most violent sentiments of
,the orators were the.most vehementlyapplauded. The meeting solemnly resolvedthat, the -time had come when
every friend of the Union should .rallyto the support of the flag ofhis countryand maintain it under the most adverseand trying circumstances; that the peopleof Monongalia, without distinction
of party, entered their solemn protest
against the secession of Virginia; that
they were attached to the Federal Union
as the ark of their political safety and
would cling to it despite the efforts of
traitors to precipitate them into the
gulf of secession: that secession as
practically exemplified in the so-called
Southern Confederacy, was unmitigatedtreason against the Constitution
and the Government of the United
States, and its leading actors were
traitors and Pabie to be treatedassuch;that the Idea of seceding from the GeneralGovernment and being attached to
the Southern Confederacy, was repulsiveto every feeling find instinct or ps-*triotism, and that the meeting was unalterablyopposed to such a measure;and that, Western Virginia 'hkd patientlysubmUted to and borneup underthe oppressive policy of Eastern
Virginia Tor-the. last half century, asshown in her d&nyingt equnft xepresentatloQaod refmlng to b««r on equalshare of taxation, (on her.slave proper*ty;) that now the measure of eastern

oppression was full, and that, if, as was
claimed by the east, secession was the
only remedy offered by it for all the
wrongs of the west, the day was near
at hand when the west woald rise in
the majesty of its strength and repudiatingits oppressors, would dissolve all
its civil ana political connection withthe east, and remain firmly under the
stars and stripes.
A resolution of thanks to the membersof the convention from thecounty,for their firmness, was passed; also that

in the event of the passage of the ordinanceof secession, (which it appearswas not certainly known to have
passed, although so reported,) the delegatesbe requested to propose a division
of the State.
The citizens of Taylor county were

equally emphatic in their denunciationof secession. On the 13th of April,they resolved in a meetingat the courthouse,after declaring in a preamble,that Western Virginia had no interestin common with a government establishedlor the sole purpose ofprotectingand propogating African slavery, that,they did not recognize the rigbtof, nor any present cause for
any State, on its own motion,to secede frnm th« TTnlnn nn-

any cause to justify revolution; that
the Government of the United States
ought to be maintained and all constitutionallaws enforced; and that, if the
eastern portion of the State should secedefrom or revolutionize the General
Government, they were in favor of establishingan indepeudeut State Governmentlor the western portion of the
titate, in which they could regulate their
own internal affairs according to their
own interests.
Actuated by a similar desire and in

pursuance of a like spirit, the peopleof Wetzel county held a meeting, onthe 22d of April, aud resolved that secessionwas no remedy for the evils
which environed the country; that theypledged themselves to oppose auy act
of secession which would sever them
from the FederaL Government; that
they appealed to their fellow citizens to
uphold the national banner; and that
strong as were the ties that bound them
to Virginia, yet nevertheless, should
the convention by an ordinance of secession(in consequence of the conventionbeing in secret session it was not
detiuitely known that it had passed,)force them into a connection with the
Gulf States, as citizens of Western Vir-
ginia, they would deem it a duty to
themselves aud posterity, to adopt such
meaus aud use such measures as
should result in a division of the State.
As yet no detinite steps had been ta-

ken to secure such a result by a combinedmovement. But the remedy was
soon brought forward by the decided
action of a large meeting of people at
Clarksburg, in Harrison county. This
meeting was held on the 22d of April,under the auspices of the Hon. John S.
Carlile, the late delegate from that
county to the convention. It was attendedby about twelve hundred people.Alter reciting a long preamble,declaring the means that had been re-
sorted to by the secessionists to trans-
fer the State from allegiance to the|Federal Government to the so-called
Confederate States, without the consent
of the people as wholly unjustifiable,and as having seized, without the au-
thority of those in whose name theyprofessed to act, the property of thejFederal Government within the limit*
of the State, and thereby inaugurated
war, the meeting recommended to the
people in each and all of the counties
composing Northwestern "Virginia, to
appoint not less than live delegates of
their wisest, best and discreeiesL men,,
to meet in convention at Wheeling, on
the 13th day of May following, to con-
suit and determine upon such action as
the people of Northwestern Virginiashonld take in the present fearful
emergency.

It was, indeed, a perilous hour; andIt is not, perhaps, saying too much to
aver that, no other people but Arneri-1
cans could have thus passed through
every shade of anarchy with so greatviolence and so little bloodshed; as no
instances of death by violence, have
ever been authenticated. And it is, likewise.a valuable instance to the philosophicstatesman, of the superior dignityof human nature when fostered
by the genial and ennobling influences
of republican institutions.
Lest however, all the enthusiasm

evoked by the nature of the crisis,
should exceed the bounds of that holy
patriotism in the name of which men
may, nay ought, to purity an atmospherepestilent with tue odor of treason
and tyranny, by acts justifiable in ordinarytimes, but the non-performance
of which becomes criminal at others,the really earnest and firm men of the
community, who felt the full force of
the tremendous issues involved, enrolledthemselves into companies of
homo guards. This step produced
something of order in the immense
fragments of elementary power in
the country. Any attempts at lawlessnesswere promptly suppressed;the maliciously disposed, or
those who gave evidence of Ishmaelitishtendencies, and of which every
community has its representatives,
were taught to know that the cause for
which this people had risen, was the
cause of order and law. in oDnosition to
insurrection and rebellion; that the
fuitbful maintenance of law was the
life, breath, soul and immortality^of a

republic.While this was the condition of affairson the border and In what mightbe termed Northwestern Virginia proper,farther in the interior of what is
now the state of West Virginia, the
status was not so favorable to the Union
cause. There parties were more equallybalanced and consequently the contestbecame one of strategy as well as
actual conflict. In many of the countiesthe secessionists had small majoritiesand claimed to aot through the
legal authority of the State government.Intimidation, therefore, became
the order of the day, and when this
failed, persecution sought to do what
arguments and threats failed to accom?ilish.Being so situated that troops
rom the east soon found their wayinto them, the Union people were forced

to remain quiet or betake themselves
to the mountains to escape the operationsof a fierce military despotismwhich seemed to crush out everythingin its path. But whilst the spirit ofthe unionists was awed, it was not
crushed, aud many councils were held
far in the recesses of the mountains,attended by a sturdy band of patriotswho held their trusty rifles In
their hands, whilst they deliberated
and resolved. Many are the incidents
related of **uch councils in the deepwood, whilst the wary comrades stood
sentinel to warn of the approach of the
foe; .incidents and scences which exceed
in 'dramatic interest the fanciful sketchesof the novelist, and possess all the
charm and daring of a stern reality.It was at such meetings, in a number
of instances, when haunted by the
military and surrounded by the espionageof watchful and unrelenting civilians.that the national fin trwna am 11 «T
an folded and kissed by the faithta)
patriots, who then swore with upliftedbands never to yied in its support and
to die in its defense. Through the influenceof snch spirits, delegates werealso appointed from, their several counties,to the convention at Wheeling, tobe held on the 13th of May.TO the meeting of that convention alllooked forward with hope. That was
thought to be the rallying point fromwhich all succeeding movements wouldtake their origin. No objections couldbe taken t<* the holding of such a conventioneither by the Slate or the FederalGovernment, as it was only calledfor the purnose of determining what
course the people of the NorthwestShould pursue; still it is quite probablethat had It been in the power of. theState troops, alreadyassembled in someforce, to have prevented it, no suchbctfy had ever met in Wheelingor elsewhere. In fact, the undertakingwas a perilous one. No Federal£>ops had penetrated into Virginia, ordeed;crossed the Ohio river. A. regimentof Uniontroops was hastilyform-

ing on Wheeling Island, under Col. B.F. Kelly, an ardent and active unionist
of the times, but it was so fresblv organizedas to bo almost unavailable forthe purposes of military defense, or
protection. Yet the morningof the thirteenthof May beheld the city swarmingwithan excited multitude of itsowninhabitants, and the delegates to the
convention. All were enthusiastic and
eager for the beginning of the work,yet none wore fully assured of the directionmatters would take. By arrangementthe delegates met at WashingHall at eleven o'clock, A. M. Thelarge building was filled to overflowingwith an eager throng, whose anxious
countenances depicted the depth oftheir feelings. It was a remarkablespectacle; the faces of the delegateswere not familiar to those who hadattended political meetings for several
years previous. They were a new setof men whom the people had thrustforward In the peril of the emergency,whose recommendations were,an entire sympathy with the massesin the struggle before them, and
a hearty confidence in their fidelity.They were plain, unassuming men too,but as plain men always do, they possessedthose traits of character whichmake honesty the accompaniment ofsimplicity. Above all, they were filledwith a noble spirit caught from their
constituents, an undying attachment
to the government of the fathers, unrf *

holy hope of relief from the task-mustersof tbe east. It was a spirit grandio its conception, glorious in its developement,and sublime in its execution.It was tbe tierce youth of the freshlylighted fires of pure and righteousrevolution. The meeting was called toorder by Chester D. Hubbard, of Ohio
county, on whose motion William B.Ziun, of Preston county, was called to
preside. George R. JLatbam, of Taylorcounty, was appointed temporary secretary.Before proceeding farther iatbe business for wbicb they had assembled,a venerable prelate, tbe Rev. PeterT. Liuishlcy, ot Monongalia county,himself a delegate, invoked the aidof Deity, ou tbe deliberations of the
body; a pious act of faith not withoutits usefulness in estimating the characterof tbe delegates and the rectitude of
their motives.
A committee on permanent organizationand representation was appointed.In the afternon session, John W. Moss,of Wood county, was reported for permanentpresident, and a long list of

vice-presidents; Colonel Wagner, of
Mason, Marshall M. Dent, of Monongalia,and J. O. Chandler, of Ohio
county, were appointed as secretaries.
A committee, consisting of one memberfrom each county represented, wasappointed on State and Federal rela-

tions. The following persons composedit: C. Tarr, Brooke county; W. T.
Willey, Monongalia; John S. Carlile,Harrison; J. J. Jackson, Wood; Charles
Hooton, Preston; Daniel Lamb, Ohio;Geo. McC. Porter, Hancock; JosephMacker, Mason; D. D. Johnson, Tyler;James Scott, Jackson; G. W. Bier,Wetzel; R. C. Holliday, Marshall; A. S.
Withers, Lewis; F. T. Trahorn, Wirt;F. H. Pierpoint, Marion; S. Dayton,Barbour; G. S. Senseney, Frederick; J.S. Burdett, Taylor; A. R. McQuilkin,Berkeley; S. Cochran, Pleasants; J. E.
Stump, Roane; S. Martin, Gilmer; As-bury B. Rohrbongb, Upshur; O. D.
Downey, Hampshire; Air. Foley,Ritchie.
The body now fairly began its work,and on the second day resolutions were

.poured upon the committee, A veryexcited controversy sprang up on the
plan to be adopted for immediate action.There were those who came to
the convention, with the recollections
of wrongs and insults burning in their
memories; men of high resolves and
unquenchable zeal, and who nnder the
stimulus of a great excitement, werebold to roshness in their objects. This
class of men came to vote for an imme-
diate and unqualified division of the
State, however violent or revolutionaryit might appear. Some delegations,indeed, came to the city with a nanner
flying at their head, endorsed, "New
Virginia, now or never." This partyhad a powerful leader in theHon. John
S. Carlile, who smarting from the iniiicli/ta*' 1 1 * 1
juuu t,uuiuuicij iuai ua uau experiencedin the Convention at Richmond,raised his deep resonant voice to
the highest pitch of revolutionary fervor.His plan was to immediatelyadopt a constitution and form of governmentfor the counties represented,and proceed to fill the offices by temporaryappointment. This was a popularidea with the mass of the convention,and it became almost perilous to
oppose it; those who ventured to do so,subjected themselves for the time to the
liability of having imputations cast
upon their loyalty. But there was a
minority, respectable, both as to numbersand intelligence, who felt and saw
the irreparable mischief that would
follow in the train of such a course.
This party found a leadership in the
Hon. W. T. Willey, ot Monongalia,whose more equable temperament enabledhim to discern the true point of
distinction between spasmodic disruptionand authorized resistance. It was
argued that the proceeding urged bythe majority was wholly unwarranted
by the call that bad led to this assemblage; that the delegates had not been
appointed with this view nor empoweredto act with such extreme vigor; that
this was but an informal meeting of
the people, not legally convened and
could not bind the people to acquiescenceeither in law or reason, or by anyknown rule or precedent; that no votehad yet been taken by the people on
the ordinance of secession, and hence
the State or Virginia had a governmentunder the constitution of the United
States, at Richmond ; that the Federal
Government would not recognize a
State created thus, because it was not
after the mode in the constitution of
the United States.
The whole of the second day was

consumed in acrimonious debate. The
partizans of both views maintained
their ground with unrelenting hostility.A crisis was rapidly approaching,when a motion to adjourn was carried.
Great dissatisfaction prevailed on all
sides, and it appeared as though thecontendingparties were about to separatewithout arriving at any conclusion,from which gooo. results would flow.
There was that lack of harmony which
is so essential to the accomplishment of
great designs, when men have a commonobject in view, but are widely dis-1
sonant as 10 tbe manner of affecting it.
On the third day the debate was continued,but in a better spirit; the voice
of better counsels was beginning to
prevail, and all felt the imperative necessityofHome action and that it should
be, so far as the same was possible,harmonious in its character. Late at
night the committee reported throughits chairman, Mr. Tarr. After but littlediscussion, the report was adopted bythe body; bnt two voices in the vastthrong being dissentient. The central
committee was appointed as follows:John S. Carlile, James S. Wheat, ChesterD. Hubbard, Francis H. Pierpoint,Campbell Tarrf George R. Latham,Andrew Wilson, 8. H. Woodward andJames W. Pax ion. A vote of thanks
was tendered to the citizens of Wheelingfor their hospitality; also to thepresident and other officers of the body.Several eloquent speeches were made.Before adjourning, they providedfor a convention to assemble inthe city of Wheeling, and urgedthe people to send up delegates.A prayer was then offered, invokingthe blessings of Heaven upon the laborsof the mee ing. The "Star SpangledBanner" was sung by the united
voices of over a thousand people; three
cheers were given for the Union, and
mid a blaze of enthusiasm, the conventionadjourned sine die,
The delegates met at Washington

Hall, In Wheeling, on the lllh of June,1801. The committee on credentials reportedDelegates from thirty-one counties,including senators and members of
the House of Delegates. This number
was subsequently augmented to thirtyfivecounties, producing an aggregateof seventy-seven members. Arthur !.
Boreman, of Wood county, was unani-

mousiy chosen presidentof the convention;O. L. Cranmer, of Ohio county,was elected secretary. Other officerswere also appointed. The committeerecommended a form for the oath of thepresident, which was adopted. It requiredhim to swear to snpport the constitutionof the United States, and thelaws made in pursuance thereof, as the
supreme law ot the land, anything inthe ordinances of theconvention which
assembled in Richmond on the 13th or
February, 1861, to the contrary notwithstanding.The report further providedthat all members of the conventionshould take a similar oath, to be
administered by the president. The
president took the oath upon assumingthech&ir; it being administered by a
justice of the peace; after which, the
members took the oath, as they were
called forward bv delegations.Before proceeding to make an appealto the Federal Government, they resolvedformally to declare in justifica:tion, the motives which impelled them
to adopt such policy. The committee
which was appointed to prepare and reportbusiness to the boay consisted ofthirteen members: Carlile, of Harrison;Lamb, of Ohio; Pierpoint, of Marion; Hagans, of Preston; Van Winkle,of Wood ; Berkshire, of Monongalia; Polsley, of Mason ; Boreman, of
Wood; Caldwell, of Marshull; Frost,of Jackson; Porter, of Hancock;Farnsworth, of Upshur; and Copley,of Wayne.
The convention then proceeded to re-

uigauuw me government or v trginia.The committee reported an ordinance
on the fourteenth, which received the
unanimous sanction of the body on the
nineteenth, after a few verbal amendments.To show that the convention
was actuated by a spirit of candor, andentertained a true regard for the dignityof the undertaking in which theywere engaged, as well also the magnan-imity of their enlightened patriotism,it is proper to state that an amendmeut
offered to the effect that, no person whohad voted for the ordinance of secessionshould be eligible to hold any office,during the existence of hostilities
by the seceding States against the FederalGovernment, was voted down by a
majority of five to one.
On the following day, June twentieth, the

convenUon went Into an election for officers
as provided by the Unit clause of the ordinance.Francis II. Pierpolnt, of Marion,was unanimously elected Governor of Virginia;Daniel Polsley, of Mason, was electedLieutenant Governor, without opposition.A. few days afterward, James 8. Wheat, ofOhio, was chosen Attorney General. PaterG. Van Winale, of Wood, Daniel Lamb, ofl)hio, William Lazier, of Monongalia, WilliamA. Harrison, and J. W. Paxton, of Ohio,were selected as members of the Governor's
council, under the second clause of the ordi-
nance. <
It will be observed that no changes weremade in the form of the government, and

none essentially varying Its administration.It wasmere reorganization or restoration. <
Upon the elecUonof the Governor, he waswaited upon by a committee who informedhim of the fact aud escorted him to the ballof the convention, where he took the pre-scribed oath before a justice of the peace, inthe presence of the convention. A resolutionwas adopted providing for the appointmentof a committee to procure a great and

a lesser seal, the seals of the commonwealthbeing in the possession of the late Executive,reapecUvely bearing on obverse and reverse
ihe devices and mottoes on the seals theretoforeused by the State, with the addition on
each sfeal of the words. "Liberty and Union."There was a peculiar propriety in this, whichexcites greater interest, when it is remein-bered that the seal* of Virginia bear the de-
vice of a slave of the plebeian order, who
having broken the bonds of his servitude andobtained the ascendency over his master,1stands triumphantly with his foot upon the[leanot'o nnnitmln form, -illtmlroH»»«"
to of "A'fc Semper Tyrannis'' circling atound
him. So likewise did the "peasantry of thewest," in the name of Liberty and Union.
An ordinance was adopted relating to the 1

receipt and disbursement of pabllc revenue,requiring the General Assembly so soou as
convened to elect an Auditor of Public Accounts,a Treasurer, aud Secretary of the
commonwealth, and providing the mode fortne qualification of these officers and theirduties. Also an ordinance to authorize the
apprehension of suspicious persons in timeot war.
Having reorganized the government andelected a chief executive officerand providedfor the election of all other officers, civil andmilitary, the labors or the convention wereevidently drawing to a close. Nothing hadbeen done that appeared to directly inaugu-rate the popular movement for the forma-tion ofa new State. In reality, however, thetrue theory had been adopted, and the onlylegitimate mode of arriving at that most desirableresult, bad been conceived and acted

upon by the convention. If the governmentthus restored, was acknowledged by theFederal authorities, as the only governmentin Virginia, then the legislative branch-of itcould give its assent to the formation of a
new State, as provldeu for by the constitutionof the United States. Leaving the greatauestlon to be adjusted at a subsequent day,ie convention adjourned on the twentiethof June, to meet on the first Tuesday in
August.
The General Assembly met. In pursuanceof the ordinance of the convention, atWheeling on the 1stdayofJuly. Thesesslon

was held at the Custom House, where theGovernor had already established his office,and where the other offices of the governmentwere subsequently located.
The House or Delegates organized by theelection or a temporary clerk who enrolled

the members, when it was ascertained that
there were thirty-one present. A permanentclerk was elected, one of the members enrolledcalling the names of delegates. A
speaker was then chosen. A committee
waited upon the Governor, who transmitted
his message to both houses. The mes&ige
was & plain statement of the hl&tory oi the
movement, including the action of the Richmondconvention, and the tmbM>quent acts
of the late executive aud other officers of theState. They were at war with the loyal peopleof the State and the constitutional governmentof the United States. After a reviewor the matters leading to his election,the Governor proceeded to Ktnte that he had
communicated with the Pienident of the
United States, briefly redtiug the circumstanceswith which l ne loyal government oiVirginia was surrounded, and claiming protectionagainst Invasion and domestic violence.He had received assurances from him,through the Secretary of War. that such aid
as the constitution guaranteed in such cases
should be promptly given.
On the 8th of July, the houses on the Joint

vote, elected L. A. Hagans, of Preston, Secretaryor the Commonwealth- Samuel Crane,of Randolph, Auditor of Public Accounts,
and Campbell Tarr, of Brooke, Treasurer.
On the sameday they elected John H. Curlile.or Harrison, and Waitman T. Willey, of
Monongalia, senators to tne Federal ConKITherewas still a question of primary lmportauceagitating the people. Tney werenot content with having erected for the old
commonwealth, a government In fact as well
ni» In right. The sum of the North-westernVirginian's hoped was centered In anew Btateof homugeneons people,west of the Alleghanles.It was lelt, therefore, by the convehtlunon readfiemollng on Uie t>th of August,that they had but one duty to petform.
The convention was augmented by the appearanceof several members from the Kanawhavalley counties, which had. daringthe previous session, been occupied by thesecession forces, under General Henry A.Wise. This latter section had, from the oatbreakof hostilities, been prevented fromparticipating in the thrilling scenes alreadyrecorded: It had been the theatre of outrageand violence through the erratic course ofthe General commanding. Mock courts haddespoiled citizens or their property In the

name of Justice, and lUe was held on thetenure or attfect acquiescence. The advanceof a column of Onion troops under GeneralCox, put theenemy to flight and restored thesentiment of the country to its opposition tothe secession cause. These new members
were burning with the memory of insult,
oontataely and wrong. Tbey were eager to
participate In the work of division. On the
twentieth or thesame month, the convention
passed anordinance providing for the forma-
tlon of a new Utate out of a portion of the
territory of the State of Virginia. It de-
scribed the boundaries of the State so to be
formed, and lnCloded the counties of Logan,
Wyoming, Raleigh. Fayette, Nicholas, WebBter.Randolph, Tucker, Piwrton. Monongalia,
Marion, Taylor, Barij»ur, UpshUr, Hairison,
bewis, Braxton. Clay, Knnawba, Boone,
Wayne, Oabell. Putnam, Ma^on, Jackwon,
Roane, Calhoun, Wirt, Gilmer, Ritchie,
Wood, Pleasants, Tyler, Doddridge, Wetzel,Marshall. Ohio, Brooke and Hancock: thirty*
nine in all. 1
Tne bojy closed its sections on the 21*t dayof August, 1861, after an nnnsnally harmo- '

nlous session The harmony that prevailed 4
was the chief means of the success that fol- c
Lowed the undertaking.
Delegates to^the convention were sent op Jrromali the counties now embraced in the 1

State of West Viigtni* (excepting those ere- l
*ted since its formation) except Jefferson, <
Berkeley. Webster and Monroe. The body '

xmveued on the 28th of November, itM, in
Wheeling, in the Federal court room at Uir
justom house. It was composed of able and
anllgbtened men who addressed themselves 4to their task with a Just appredstlon of its
aonaequences to themselvesand posterity.
On the 14th of Deoember, Mr. Battelle. a delegatefrom Ohio county, offered a seiles of

SS3SS.plly was sustained In a spirit oI t&lrnem and Baudot,not always hlthearto the acoompanl nentof the Investigation of that singularly >perplexing subject. His proposition* em- t

braced a provision that slaves should not be
brought into the State after the adoption of
tne constitution; that (he legislature shouldhave full power to make laws (or the better
regulation of the domestic relations of theslaves ttien In th6 Stat*, and for the gradualremoval of slavery; and that slavery or Involuntaryservitude except tor crime shouldnot exist after a certain period, to be designatedby the convention. After a prolongedstruggle the propositions were defeated by amajority of one. Theconvention adjourned
on the frth day of February, 1862, alter havingcompleted its labors and framed a constitution,to be sunraiuod to the people onthe 3d day of April, 16b2
The constitution was submitted to the peopleof the countiesembraced within the proposednew state, on the 3d day of April, t»62,aud resulted in lta adoption by a vote ofeighteen thousanu eight hundred and sixtytwolu Its tavor, and Ave hundred and fourteenagainst lu At the same time, some oftne advanced friends of the movement held

a separate poll and took an informal vote onthe propositions of Mr. Battelle, and aboutsix thousand votes were cast in favor ofthem. The total population of the fortyeightcounties iu 18«0. was threehundred andthirty-four thousand, nine hundred andtwenty-one whites, and twelve thousand
seven hundred and seventy-one colored.The legisla- ure of the reorganized governmentassembled on the 6th of May, following,and gave its formal assent, by the passageof the bill on the 13th of thesame month,to the formation and erection of the state of
West Virginia within the Jurisdiction of the
State ol Virginia, according to the stipulationsand provisions of the constitution of
the new State. It also provided that the
counties of Berkeley, Jefferson and FredericklihnnLl r >

luouuivnut.a |MU» VI UIC
state of West Virgin!*, whenever tire votersIn the same shooId ratify the constitutionand assent thereto, at an election held forthat pnrpose at such time and nnder such
regulations as the ooipmlsslofcerK named inthe schedule to It, should prescribe. The act
was ordered to be transmitted to the Senatorsand Representatives of Virginia In Congress,together with a copy of the constitution, withthe request that they use their endeavors toobtain the consent of Congit«s to the admissionof West Virginia into the Union.
The memorial or the legislature, togetherwith the act granting absent to the erectionof the State of West Virginia, and the constitutionof the latter were presented in the

Senate on the 29th of May, ls62. No act waspassed,however, until the December following.approvedon the Slst-of the month. The
act was a conditional one to have force and
etTect when certain provisions were compliedwith. The preamble recited the action of the
convention, the vote of the people and theassent of the legislature; and recited thecounties iucluded within the boundaries as
proposed by the.constitution, exclusive ofPendleton, Hardy, Hampshire and Morgan,and declared that the constitution was republicanIn form. It was therefore enacted,"That the State or West Virginia be, and Is
hereby, declared to be one of the Unitedstates of America, and admitted into theUnion on an equal footing with the originalStates in all respectswhatever, and until the
next general census, shall be entitled to three
members in the House of Representative ofthe United States: Provided, always, thatthis act shall uot take effect until alter the
proclamation or the President of the United
states hereinafter provided for. It bt ing representedto Congress that since the conventionof the 26th of November, eighteen hunIredand sixty-one, that framed and proposedthe constitution for the said State of
west Virginia, the people thereor have expresseda wish to change the seventh sectionof the eleventh article of said constitution bydriking out the same and inserting the followingIn Its place, via: "The cbiluren ofslaves born witnin the limit i of this State,after the fourth day of July, eighteen hundredand slxty-shree, shall be free: and thatall slaves within the said State who shall, atthe time aforesaid, be under tlie age of ten
years, shall be free when they arrive at the
age of twenty-one years; and all slaves over
ten anu unuei twenty-one years shall be free
when they arrive at the age of twenty-five
years; and no slave shall be permitted to
come Into the 8late for permanent residence
tbeieln. Therefore.Sec. 'J, Be it further enacted,that whenever the people of West Virginiashall, through their aaid convention,and by a"vote to be taken at an election to beheldwithin the Umlte of the said State, atsuch time as the convention may provldo,make, and ratify the change aforesaid, and
properly certify the same under the hand ofthe president x>f the convention, it shall belawful for the President of t he United Stales
Lo issue hi* proclamation stating the fact, andthereupon this act shall takeetfect and be Inforce on and after sixty days from the date ofaatd proclamation."
On the 12ta of February. 1863, the conventionre-assembled and made the change proposedin the act of Congress, and shortlyafterwards finally adjourned.
Tue vote on the constitution as amended

was taken on the 26th or March, 1863, as providedfor by the couveutton at the session inFebruary, preceding. It resulted in lis adoptionby a majority of about seventeen thonsnfid.The majority, had the ten thousandsoldiers in the Union atmy from theforty-eight oountles participated In theelection, would have been Increasedabout that number. The result havingbeen certified to the President of theUulted States as provided for by the act of
UonfgresBt he on the 19th of April, following,issued his proclamation. The conventionprior to adjourning in February, 1863, providedthat. If a majority of the votes cast at theelection in March, should be in favor vf the
luiupuuu «J1 uie mueuuea onnsuiDUoll, tlien
an election should be held on the fourthrtiurertavof May, following, to choose membersof both branches of the legislature, a(Jowernnrand other State officer*, Judges ofthe SupremeCourt of Appeals, Judges of thevarious circuit courts, and county officers.
An elecUou was accordingly held at that
period, when members 01 the Senate andHouse of Delegates were chf«en In nearly all
of the counties, and Hon. A. I. Boremau, ofWood county, was chosen as the first Governorof tne State of West Vtr/lnla; Samuel
Crane, of Randolph, Auditor;Campbell Tair.of Brooke, Treasurer: J. Kusar Boytrs, of
Tyler, Secretary of State, and A. Bolton aidwell,of onio, Attorney General. Hons.Ralph U Berkshire, of Monongalia William
A. Harrison, of Harrison, and James H.
Brown, of Kanawha, were elected Judge* of
the Suireme Court of Appeds. The* officers
were sll ch.*en without opposition. Judges
were also elected in all of the circuits but
two, which latter were in the disputedground between the contending forces of the
war. County oUlcere were elected in nearlyallot ti.ecounties, excepting, perhaps, those
embraced in' Uie two Judicial circuits Justmentioned.
When, therefore, the period ofslxy daysfrom the date of the tresident's proclamationhadelapseu, the&hh of June, l&H, the new

Slate or West Virginia had a government,
consisting of all the departments, leslslative,executive and Judicial, provided for by the
constitution; juxtiues of the peace and other
local officers held over, under an ordinance
of the convention, until theirsucx-essore were
elected or appointed. Xt was not without
means either, as the Geueral Assembly of
Virginia, oy an act passed February 3rd, 1863,
granted ail the property and the proceeds of
all flues, forfeitures, couflnnition* and all uncollectedtaxes belonging to and accrued or
accruing to that State within the counties
embraced in the boundaries of the new State,to it* It also appropriated the sum of one
hundred a.id fifty thousand dollar* out of the
treasury louifc state or west Virginia. cy an
act passed February 4th, 18 >3. The Justice or
this latter act, to the people of the new State,cannot oe questioned, as the whole sum had
been collected from them since the reorganizationof the government of Virginia.Thus were the hopes of the people of WesternVirginia confirmed by the complete
realization of a long cherished desire. Theyfelt released from a bondage no less vailing,when the animus of the age is considered,
than that of the ancient Israelites in Egypt.They felt too, that all hough the scheme had
been accomplished amid the dlxe scenes of
confusion accompanying civil commotions,
yet they had proceeded upon thebtronglunn*
dationa of well-known precedents, establishedlaw and incontrovertible principles. Precedentsare numerous In monarchical governments,for the restoration of a head when the
power in authority usurps any functions not
in accordance wltn the original grant, with
bow much greater force can the right apply
In a republic where the people are sovereign.
The reorganised and restored government of
Virginia at Wheeling being the true governmentof the State, dejure aswell as dm/aeio,
the consent of its iieueral Assembly to the
formation of the State of West Virginia was
sn incident of its power as undoubtedly as
the right to enact any other law. Thrt consentand the assent of Congress was sll that
was necessary to complete the formation,under the constitution of the United Stale*.
If the power or authority o that instrument
he denied or defied, aswas attempted Sn the
late effort at secession, then indeed lb the
whole uuestlon often to the suspicion Ofdoubt
m to It* validity and legality. Bat. If secessionIs wrong, the queffilon U do longer one
for argument; ltis truth it*elf. Recession- baa
been weighed in the balanout, In tbe languageof an eminent Jurist. 'afterhaving been
dlscoMd In the senate ball, the cabinet
chamber and on tbe hu»llngs with an much
seal and ability an perhaps any other quest Ion
ever was. It has been definitely decuieu bytue legislative ana executive department* of
the national government, and by mmt o. the
State* also. It has also been tried at the
{rand assize of popular suffrage, and a true
verdict rendered by the American people.A.nd last, bat not least. It baa bt-eu tried and
letermined by the wager of battle."
To retain tbe freedom thus acquired. Itonly
ematns for the people of Wett Virginia to
teep constantly in View those great cardinal
Mints of patriotism, obedience to law, honor.
x>urage, and devotion to liberty.
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